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	Last week’s Answers
	In chapter 21, Israel finally possessed all the land and they were at peace. In verse 45, what never failed?
	Any good thing which the Lord had spoken. 

	What would happen if Israel went back and cleaved unto the wicked nations again? 23:12-13

	
God will no more drive out any of these nations from before you

	Joshua told the people that God provided them good things. What would God bring upon them if they turned against Him? 23:15

	Evil things

	How did the Lord drive out the Amorites? 24:12

	Hornets

	What did Joshua tell the people that he and his house will do? 24:15

	Serve the Lord.

	After Joshua preached in 24:1-15, what was the people’s response? 24:16

	
God forbid that we should forsake the Lord, to serve other gods;

	What did Joshua tell the people they were witnesses against? 24:22

	Ye are witnesses against yourselves

	What did Joshua put under an oak tree to remind the people of their oath to serve the Lord? 24:26-27

	
The words in the book of the law of God, and a great stone

	How old was Joshua when he died? 24:29
	110 years old

	Whose bones did the children of Israel bury in Shechem? 24:32
	
Joseph
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THIS WEEK’S READING – JUDGES 1-5

“APOSTASY”
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“And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and forgat the Lord their God, and served Baalim and the groves.” ~ Judges 3:7
____________________________________

The Apostasy of Israel is described here. Israel apostatized repeatedly during the time of the judges. This brought judgment from God in the form of oppression from the enemy nations. Then in grace, God raised up judges to deliver Israel. 

Defilement of deeds. “Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord.” This statement is found some eight times in the book of Judges. Four of these with the word “again.” Repeatedly Israel turned from holy conduct to unholy behavior. Our verse notes that it was evil in the sight of the Lord. We may hide our evil from others, but we will never hide it from God. Men often call evil deeds by nice names. They think this will sanction their evil, but it does not. God's standards are not men's standards. 

Defilement of doctrine. “Forgat the Lord their God and served Baalim and the groves.” Corrupt deeds and corrupt doctrine go hand in hand. Defiled doctrine will produce defiled deeds, and defiled deeds will produce defiled doctrine. The defiled doctrine is expressed in two ways in our verse. Israel forgot God, this means their devotion to him declined. In our day we might say “they quit attending church or reading their bibles.” They did not have room for God in their lives or hearts. It also tells us they followed Baal. When one leaves doctrine, the vacuum will always be filled with an idol. Those who do not want to give up their idols and sins, run to false religion. 
 



This Week’s Questions – Issue # 172 – JOSHUA 21-24

	
After Joshua died, who did God appoint as their leader? 1:1-2
	

	
When Adonibezek was found, what did the Israelites do to him? 1:6
	

	
Adonibezek responded after he was caught. His statement was very interesting. In short, what did he confess to? 1:7
	

	
When Caleb’s daughter was given to Othniel to wife, what did she ask he father for? 1:15
	

	
Why did the spies give mercy to “a man?” 1:24-26
	

	
God gave Israel the land. Who was the group of people that they still refused to drive out? 1:27-33
	

	 
Because Israel refused to drive out the Canaanites, what did the angel tell them would be the result? 
2:1-3
	

	
What was Israel’s response to the angel’s message? 2:4
	

	
What did Jael do to Sisera? 4:21

He thought he had escaped the judgment of God
	

	
Joshua chapter 5 is a song of what 2 people. They sang because of the victory over their enemies? 
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