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	Last Issue’s Answers
	Why was Jephthah thrust out of his family’s house? 11:1-2
	Because he was the son of a harlot.

	Who did the elders of Gilead run to when they were at war with the children of Ammon? 11:5-6 

They didn’t want him before, but now they do. It is sad the way Jephthah was treated

	
Jephthah

	What did Jephthah require if he was to help them? 11:9

	To bring him home again and be their head

	Why did the children of Ammon want to fight Israel? 11:12-13

	Because they felt Israel had taken their land

	What was the result of the war? 11:32
	The Lord delivered Israel

	Who was the godly mother of Sampson? 13:22-24

	
Manoah

	When Samson wanted to marry one of the daughters of the Philistines, what was his father’s response? 14:3

	He wanted Sampson to marry among his own people

	Why was Samson upset with the men who gave him the answer to his riddle? 14:18-19

	
They plowed (interrogated) his wife 

	What did Samson do to get back at his father-in-law for not allowing Samson to go into his own wife? 15:4-5

	He caught 300 foxes and set their tails on fire. They ran into the fields and burned the fields 

	How many men did Samson kill and what did he use to kill them? 15:15

	
The jawbone of an ass
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THIS WEEK’S READING – JUDGES 16-21

“WHY IS THIS COME TO PASS?”

By Pastor Doug Swafford

            [image: ]

“And said, O Lord God of Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that there should be to day one tribe lacking in Israel?.” ~ Judges 21:3
____________________________________

After a civil war reduced the tribe of Benjamin, it looked like Israel was going to be short one tribe. The Israelites gathered in Mizpeh and “wept sore”. (Judges 21:2). They then ask God “Why.” 

Commonness of this question. The question which people ask more in time of trouble than any other question is “Why?” This is an age-old question and is attested by the fact that it was asked some 3,000 years ago in our text. 

Criticalness of the question. “That there should be today one tribe lacking in Israel.” The words “In Israel” reveal the criticalness of the question. God had a covenant with Israel, and the people questioned God’s Word. When we ask “why” it generally has a critical tone to it. We are critical of God for allowing trouble to disrupt our lives. Too often the asking “why” is more of a complaint than a question, and the complaint dishonors God. It does not show faith in God. 

Council for this question. “Why.” There is an answer to this question, and the answer was sin. The sin was homosexuality. The tribe of Benjamin was unwilling to deal with the sin, so the civil war occurred. Let us not blame God when trouble comes but look at our own conduct when we are asking “Why.” Do not blame God for wars, crime and social problems. Blame sin, ourselves, and the devil. Not every trouble is a result of sin in our lives, but none of our troubles are the result of God's failure.
 


This Week’s Questions – Issue # 176 – JUDGES 16-21

	
How did Samson escape from the city of Gaza? 15:3
	

	
Who did the lords of the Philistines ask to entice Samson? 16:5
	

	
Why was Samson’s soul vexed unto death? 16:16
	

	
After Delilah shaved Samson’s hair, what did he not realize had departed from him? 16:20. Samson was so far away from the Lord, He didn’t even realize when the Lord was departed from him. 
	

	
What did Micah’s mother do with part of the money given to her by her son? 17:4
	

	
Why did Micah think the Lord would do good to him? 17:8-13. He wanted the evil idols, but he also wanted his own personal priest to appease God. 
	

	 
When the men wanted to “know” the man who came into the house, what did the master of the house offer the men instead? 19:23-24
	

	
What did the man do to his concubine to show his anger against the men and Israel? 19:29
	

	
A great battle took place in chapter 20. After the battle what question did the people ask God? 21:3  An absurd question. They knew the answer was sin. 
	

	
What statement is made repeatedly throughout the book of Judges that describes why they had so much trouble and sin? 21:25
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