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	Last week’s Answers
	
What is an abomination to the Lord? 11:1
	A false balance

	
What comes with pride? 11:2
	
Shame

	
What will not profit in the day of wrath? 11:4
	Riches

	
What does a talebearer reveal? 11:13

	Secrets

	
What happens when there is no counsel? 11:14

	The people fall

	
What will he that troubleth his house inherit? 11:29

	
The Wind 

	
What type of woman is a crown to her husband? 12:4

	A virtuous woman 

	
What will a righteous man regard? 12:10

	
The life of his beast

	
What will a righteous man hate? 13:5
	Lying

	
Who is of great understanding? 14:29
	
He that is slow to wrath
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THIS WEEK’S READING – PROVERBS 16-20

“THE CURSE OF ALCOHOL”

By Pastor Doug Swafford
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“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” ~ Proverbs 20:1
____________________________________

Our society does a lot of drinking. Though alcohol is a killer, you will not find our government officials doing much to protect against it. They will create laws for child restraints in cars so that a child does not get hurt in an accident, but they will do very little to stop the drunk who causes the accident. Alcohol is the sacred idol of our legislature. Our verse tells us three bad things that come from indulging in alcohol.

Mocking. “Wine is a mocker.” The idea here is that when someone drinks, he becomes a mocker. The word translated “mocker” involves boasting. When people are drunk, their tongues are loosened. They boast and become prideful and make a mockery of themselves. 

Meanness. “Strong drink is raging.” Alcohol turns the drinker into a beast. Many become very mean when they indulge in drinking. If drinking were stopped, crime would drop dramatically. It is alcohol that causes so many crimes. Bars are frequented with fights. It is alcohol that turns the drinker into a raging and cruel person. If any other establishment had the number of fights and killings that a bar has, the government would shut them down. But with alcohol comes the expectation of rage.  

Misrepresentation. “Whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.” Alcohol is very deceptive. Don’t be deceived by thinking that it cannot change your habits and attitude.  The Word of God tells us there is no wisdom in drinking. 


This Week’s Questions – Issue # 164 – PROVERBS 16-20

	
What is clean in the eyes of all men? 16:2
	

	
How is a man at peace with his enemies? 16:7
	

	
What is better to get than gold? 16:16
	

	
What goes before destruction? 16:18
	

	
What does an ungodly man dig up? 16:27
	

	
What does good like a medicine? 17:22
	

	 
What person is counted as being wise if he holds his peace and shuts his lips? 17:28
	

	
What analogy is used to describe the name of the Lord? 18:10
	

	
What makes many friends? 19:4
	

	
What type of person will beg in harvest and have nothing? 20:4
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